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Charity Name: Action Cerebral Palsy
Registered charity number: 1165217
Principal Address: Units 1 and 2 Field View, Baynards Green, Bicester, Oxon, OX27 7SG

The Trustees have pleasure in presenting their annual report and financial statements for
the year ended 31st December 2020.
Trustees of the Charity
The Company is managed by a management committee which is elected annually by
members at the Annual General Meeting. This management committee comprises all of the
trustees who are also Directors of the Company.
Trustees who served during the year are:
Mr Philip Lea (Chair)
Professor Neena Modi (appointed 1st May 2019)
Mr Duncan Walsh (appointed 1st May 2019)
Miss Katharine Gollop (appointed 1st May 2019)
Mr Anthony McGarel-Groves (Treasurer - appointed 1st January 2020
Dr Helen Hunt (appointed 1st March 2020)
Our Charitable Objectives:
1. To engage with policy makers in order to promote the creation of a national strategy and
care pathways for intervention and provision for children with cerebral palsies
2. To be a source of informed advice on cerebral palsy for policy makers
3. To represent the best interests of the cerebral palsy community
4. To facilitate the development of best practice for intervention, care, education and
support for children and young people with cerebral palsies across the United Kingdom
5. To facilitate and disseminate research on cerebral palsy and therapeutic and educational
intervention
Public Benefit
In establishing annual objectives and overseeing the charity’s activities, the trustees have
regard to the principles of public benefit at all times. The core purpose of Action Cerebral
Palsy is to work towards better public and professional awareness and understanding of

cerebral palsy and an improved quality of life for all children in the United Kingdom with the
condition. Action Cerebral Palsy needs to raise funds to support the cost of working towards
these outcomes.
Summary of main activities and achievements during 2020
1.Engagement with policy makers in order to promote the creation of a national strategy
and care pathways for intervention and provision for children with cerebral palsies
•

•

Action Cerebral Palsy’s Two-year review report An Analysis of Provision of Pathways
of Care for Infants and Children with Cerebral Palsy across the United Kingdom was
launched in Westminster on February 24th 2020. The report tracked the progress of
UK NHS Trusts, CCGs and Local Authorities in their implementation of pathways of
care for infants at risk of cerebral palsy over the past two years since our previous
report in 2016. The report confirmed there has been little progress in reducing the
unacceptable levels of variation across the UK and the report again makes the case
for standard national pathways of care and regional centres of excellence for
children with or at risk of cerebral palsy. It also reiterated the need for much better
data on children with cerebral palsy as the freedom of information survey revealed
that NHS Trusts and Local Authorities hold very poor records and are therefore
unable to adequately plan and provide for children with the condition. The launch
was supported by 10 MPs and Peers and numerous and stakeholders
As a result of this report and interest from MPs, the charity initiated plans to sponsor
and co-ordinate the first All-Party Parliamentary Group on Cerebral Palsy. Paul
Maynard MP and Mary Foy MP, who both have lived experience of cerebral palsy,
kindly agreed to be co-Chairs of the APPG. The first two sessions of the APPG took
place in November and December and examined early identification, intervention
and pathways of care for infants with or at risk of cerebral palsy. The sessions, which
were held remotely due to Covid 19 restrictions, were attended by over 60 MPs,
clinicians and stakeholders from the world of paediatric neurodisability. The report
and recommendations from these APPG sessions will be published in February 2021.

2. To be a source of informed advice on cerebral palsy for policy makers
•

•

•

Evidence presented in the Variations in Care Report and in the APPG sessions
provided invaluable information and data about the state of provision for children
with cerebral palsy in the UK and gave first-hand accounts of the impact of these
variations in level of care on children, families and healthcare professionals.
The Chief Executive of the charity gave a speech to members of the Conservative
Education Society in February 2020 on Special Educational Needs and Disability with
specific reference to children with neuro disabling conditions such as cerebral palsy.
During a year dominated by Covid 19 and the challenges faced by families who are
supporting vulnerable children with disabilities, the charity has responded to surveys
caried out by both government and voluntary sector agencies to help represent the
experiences of families of children with cerebral palsy.

3. To represent the best interests of the cerebral palsy community
•
•

The charity maintained a commentary on social media on aspects of health and
education that concerned children with cerebral palsy
The charity is represented in the steering group of the Embracing Complexity
Consortium, which brings together organisations which support people with
neurodevelopmental conditions.

4. To facilitate the development of best practice for intervention, care, education and
support for children and young people with cerebral palsies across the United Kingdom
•

•

•

The charity recruited the services of a Project Co-ordinator to develop and deliver a
project and fundraising plan for a cerebral palsy awareness campaign due to be
launched in 2021. The campaign aims to alert parents, the public and childcare
professionals to the signs of cerebral palsy in young children and the urgency of
onward referral for further assessment. It is hoped that this will be the first phase of
a broader support and advice service for families with children with cerebral palsy.
The charity was a founder member of the newly formed UK Cerebral Palsy Coalition
which aims to foster collaboration with other cerebral palsy organisations to
strengthen our common aims and to provide support for policy and research and
into cerebral palsy as a lifelong condition.
The Charity shared information and advice about Covid 19 and its impact on children
and families directly to individuals, through social and on the charity’s website.

5. To facilitate and disseminate research on cerebral palsy and therapeutic and
educational intervention
•

The charity has continued to proactively promote and disseminate the latest UK and
international research activities related to cerebral palsy on its website and in social
media throughout the year.

Objectives for 2021
•

•

•
•

Build on the findings and recommendations of the charity’s reports and on the 2020
APPG on best practice early intervention and pathways of healthcare for infants at
risk of cerebral palsy, through ongoing dialogue with Government and health care
professionals.
Design, produce and disseminate electronically and in hard copy, a Cerebral Palsy
information Pack which will alert parents and the public to the signs and indicators
of cerebral palsy in young children and the importance of rapid referral for further
assessment.
Facilitate further APPG sessions which will focus on the education and care of school
aged children with cerebral palsy and how these can be improved.
Continue to develop and lead collaborative work with national and international
organisations who seek to inform and influence policy makers about the need for
improved provision for children with neuro disabling conditions such as cerebral
palsy and their families and for better systems of data collection on the condition.

•

•

Work with the Department for Education, schools, colleges and academic institutions
to develop and promote high quality training for teachers on how best to support
children and young people with cerebral palsy and related learning challenges.
Continue to produce and disseminate information about cerebral palsy for
researchers, professionals, MPs and the public to promote awareness of the
condition and the continuing challenges of provision that children and families
experience.

Financial Review
The trustees have a continued focus on strengthening the charity’s financial sustainability
through proactively seeking new sources of charitable funding. Despite the challenges of
fundraising in a year when Covid 19 has presented unprecedented demands on grant
making organisations, the charity has been successful in securing both restricted and
unrestricted funding from Trusts and Foundations and from generous individual donors to
support its work. The charity has also benefited from generous pro bono administrative
support and makes all possible efficiencies to keep costs to a minimum. The charity does not
employ paid staff, but instead uses specialist consultancy and volunteer services to support
its operations.
Reserves Policy
The Trustees have resolved, in view of the size and operational requirements of the charity,
that the minimum level of reserves should be 3 months of budgeted expenditure.
Going Concern
Further to independent consultation, the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that the
Charity has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable
future. For this reason, they continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing the
financial statements.

