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DRAFT LETTER TO COUNCIL LEADERS 
 

Dear [Council Leader] 

 

Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month and The Cerebral Palsy Covenant 

 

I am writing to ask you to lend your support during Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month this March to 

Action Cerebral Palsy’s call for improving education and care support services for children living 

with Cerebral Palsy and their families. 

 

Children and young people with Cerebral Palsy face a fractured system of provision that does not 

always meet the standards and timelines of care needed to make a real difference to their lives. 

 

Cerebral Palsy is a lifelong neurodisability affecting each person living with it differently. Early 

identification of the condition in childhood is essential to putting those with it in touch with the 

specific support they need. However, there is a postcode lottery of services, meaning that tens of 

thousands, including many in [local authority area], cannot access necessary assistance in 

education and healthcare. 

 

Over half of the parents who responded to Action Cerebral Palsy’s online survey felt that education 

and therapy services were not working together in supporting their child. Meanwhile, almost 60% 

said that the Health, Education and Care Plan process was unsatisfactory for their child’s needs. 

Only 15% felt the process was ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’. 

 

We recognise that the complex and varied needs of the Cerebral Palsy community require close 

working across several widely differing areas. There are many in the system who are striving to do 

their best for children and young people with Cerebral Palsy, but often lack contact with others 

involved in the process or an understanding of how Cerebral Palsy affects those they are care for. 

 

It is important for someone to hold the pen at a local level, and we believe that the convening 

power of local government is the best way to address this.  

 

For this reason, we would ask you and [Council] to show your support in the following ways: 

 

1. Signing up to Action Cerebral Palsy’s Cerebral Palsy Covenant through tabling a motion at 

your next full Council meeting. We have enclosed an example motion with suggested text. 

2. Sending a press release to your local media to promote signing the Covenant and marking 

Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month. Please find a template press release enclosed. 

3. Convening a roundtable of relevant education and care bodies within your local authority 

area to discuss delivering joined-up care for children and young adults with Cerebral Palsy. 

4. Arranging for Action Cerebral Palsy to provide Cerebral Palsy awareness training for your 

Council staff and encouraging other relevant parties in the area to take up the offer. 

5. Showing your support for Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month and Cerebral Palsy Covenant by 

promoting information about Action Cerebral Palsy on your website, in newsletters and 

magazines/publications and on Twitter using #CPAwarenessMonth and tagging 

@action_cp. Some infographics and sample tweets are enclosed in the pack. 

 

We hope you will be able to lend your support. If you have any questions, please contact our team 

on acp@connectpa.co.uk.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Amanda Richardson MBE 

Chief Executive, Action Cerebral Palsy 

Sent by Connect Public Affairs on behalf of Action Cerebral Palsy. 

mailto:acp@connectpa.co.uk
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DRAFT COUNCIL MOTION: THE CEREBRAL PALSY COVENANT 
 

[Council] notes that March is Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month. 

 

[Council] notes that tens of thousands of people living with Cerebral Palsy across England, 

including in [local authority area], do not enjoy a common standard of access to services because 

of a postcode lottery. 

 

[Council] notes that access to vital support services for children living Cerebral Palsy and their 

families is imperative to transforming their life chances. 

 

[Council] notes the recommendations of the Commons Education Select Committee’s report on 

SEND for including Cerebral Palsy specifically within that framework and commits to working with 

relevant bodies, including Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission to furthering this aim in [local 

authority area]. 

 

[Council] calls on the Department of Health and Social Care, Department for Education and 

Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to make funding available to [local 

authority area] funding and provision for the upskilling of both the clinical and educational 

workforce in the needs of those with living with Cerebral Palsy. 

 

[Council] notes the role of third sector and independent providers in delivering support Cerebral 

Palsy services and resolves to do everything in its power to support them by: 

 

1. Promoting the work of Action Cerebral Palsy and third sector and independent providers 

delivering Cerebral Palsy support services in [local authority area] on [Council’s] website 

and social media. 

2. Promoting the work of Action Cerebral Palsy and third sector and independent providers 

delivering Cerebral Palsy support services in [local authority area] on [Council’s 

magazine/publications].  

3. Commits to offering [Council’s] workers training on Cerebral Palsy awareness from Action 

Cerebral Palsy. 

4. Encouraging health and education workers in [local authority area] to take up training in 

this area offered by Action Cerebral Palsy 

5. Writing to [Area’s] MP asking them to raise the issue of provision of support services for 

children living Cerebral Palsy and to meet with Action Cerebral Palsy. 
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DRAFT PRESS RELEASE 
 

[Council] signs Cerebral Palsy Covenant to mark Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month 

 

[Council] has today marked Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month by signing up to a landmark pledge 

to improve education and care support for children and young people living with the condition in 

[local authority area]. 

 

[NAME OF COUNCIL LEADER/CABINET MEMBER] has tabled a motion for the forthcoming 

meeting of the Council pledging support for the Cerebral Palsy Covenant. 

 

Cerebral Palsy is a lifelong neurodisability that affects each person living with it in a different way. 

However, with early identification and the correct support across different areas, those with it can 

live their lives as fully as possible. 

 

The Cerebral Palsy Covenant, championed by charity Action Cerebral Palsy, reflects the 

commitment of [Council] to ending the postcode lottery of services that children, young people 

and their families living with the condition face. 

 

[NAME OF COUNCIL LEADER/CABINET MEMBER] said: 

 

“This Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month, [Council] is breaking new ground by setting out our 

commitment to ensure that those living with the condition in [local authority area] can access the 

help they need. 

 

“We are very proud of our hard-working education and health professionals, and we want to help 

empower them with the knowledge and partnerships to deliver the very best care to children and 

young people living with Cerebral Palsy. 

 

“I hope our efforts in this area will be matched by the same commitment from central 

government in ensuring we have the necessary resources to realise the vision set out in the 

Cerebral Palsy Covenant.” 

 

Responding to the announcement of [Council] supporting the Cerebral Palsy Covenant, Amanda 

Richardson MBE, Chief Executive of Action Cerebral Palsy said: 

 

“[Council] is leading the way in committing to work to improve the coordination and access to 

education and health services for children and young people living with Cerebral Palsy in their 

area. 

 

“It is only through their insight and leadership that we can bring the different parties together 

needed to make a difference to fill in the gaps of service provision and end the postcode lottery 

of support. 

 

“I hope other councils will follow the example by [Council] and lend their support to the Cerebral 

Palsy Covenant during this Cerebral Palsy Awareness Month”. 

 

ENDS 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Action Cerebral Palsy’s work is dedicated to levelling the playing field for all children with or at risk 

of cerebral palsy by raising awareness with politicians, professionals and the general public about 

the issues facing the 30,000 children and young people in the UK with cerebral palsies and to 

push for improved access to care and support, to share and develop models of best practice and 
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ultimately have a lasting positive impact on the lives of the 1,800 children born each year who will 

be diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy. 

 

For more information, please visit their website actioncp.org or email acp@connectpa.co.uk.  

 

  

mailto:acp@connectpa.co.uk
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SAMPLE TWEETS 
 

This month is #CPAwarenessMonth. [Council] is proud to support @action_cp’s call for improving 

health and education support for children and young people living with #CerebralPalsy. 

 

[Council] has signed up to @action_cp’s #CerebralPalsyCovenant as part of #CPAwarenessMonth 

to ensure young people in [Local Authority Area] can access the support services they need. 

 

[Council] is proud to partner with @action_cp this #CPAwarenessMonth to support children and 

young people with Cerebral Palsy in accessing the vital support essential to them. 

 

ABOUT ACTION CEREBRAL PALSY 
 

Back in 2013 at the start, we were a national consortium of specialist charities working with 

children with cerebral palsies and their families. In 2016, Action Cerebral Palsy became a 

registered charity to further our mission, and since then, we have sought to establish the facts 

about what early care is available for children with cerebral palsy and been a key contributor to the 

NICE (National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) guidelines Cerebral palsy: assessment 

and management in children and young people under 25 (2017). 

 

The team at Action CP all have lived experience of living with, supporting, teaching, treating and 

parenting children (and now adults) with Cerebral Palsy. To improve our community of children and 

young people’s access to the very best care, education, and support, our aims are: 

 

IDENTIFY 

Improved understanding of the needs and challenges facing children with cerebral palsy and their 

families and improved data collection about the incidence, diagnosis, medical history and 

outcomes of children with cerebral palsy to facilitate research and provision planning. 

 

INTERVENE 

Education for the public and professionals to increase their awareness and knowledge of the early 

signs of cerebral palsy and the urgency of referral for expert assessment and follow-up. 

 

IMPACT 

Implement best practice national pathways of care from birth onwards throughout the UK and the 

development of a network of regional multi-disciplinary centres of excellence for infants and 

children with, or at risk of, neuro-disabling conditions such as cerebral palsy. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Email: acp@connectpa.co.uk 

Website: actioncp.org 

 

mailto:acp@connectpa.co.uk
https://actioncp.org/

